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Parker, 8th grade gifted student of MS. 
NORRIS from Southside Junior High , was 
chosen to be SJHS’s Student of the Year! 
Parker has been participating in the gifted 
program since he was in the 3rd grade. At 
school, he is in the BETA club, FCA, and the 
video game club.  Congratulations, Parker!

And The Award Goes To...

Live Oak High School Gifted students Hayden and Cody were awarded 
Letters of  Commendation (2021-22) by the National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation for their outstanding academic promise. Cody is Live Oak High 
School’s Student of the Year.  Congratulations Cody and Hayden.  We are 
proud of you!! From, Mrs. Wells and Mrs. Johnson.

Cody, LOHS Senior
Hayden, LOHS Senior

Congratulations to Liam: 
Eastside Elementary Student 
of the Year! Liam is in MRS. 
MATHEWS’ class and has been 
in gifted since 2nd grade. He 
loves STEM projects and enjoys 
playing basketball.

Congratulations to Noah:  Lewis 
Vincent Elementary Student of the 
Year!  MRS. MATHEWS stated, “He is 
an exceptional student, loves logic 
puzzles, and has participated in the 
gifted program since 2nd grade.”  He 
is a member of the Livingston Parish 
Children’s Choir.

Christopher was chosen as Student 
of the Year for North Corbin 
Elementary. He is an exceptional 
student academically as well as 
artistically. MRS. PIERSON stated 
that he comes prepared with new 
drawings to share every time he 
sees her. 
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TALENTED ART STUDENTS at North 
Corbin Junior High are on a winning streak 
this year! Students often go above and 
beyond their peers to excel at what they do 
best. 

Olivia, an 8th grader from North Corbin Junior High, 
won an iPad for her LPPS Digital Citizenship poster. 
Her poster was indicative of her signature drawing 
style, and her ideas were appealing and original. She 
consistently draws outside of art class and keeps a 
sketchbook with her at all times.  “Olivia has kept a 
sketchbook as long as I can remember.  I’ve had her 
as a student since 4th grade and she has always 
excelled at drawing. I’m not surprised that she won 
the contest.” -MRS. PIERSON

Hailey, a 6th grader from North Corbin Junior High, 
won first place for the Capitol Area Soil and Water 
Conservation poster contest for grades 4-6.  Her 
hard work earned a $35 First Place award and will 
be submitted for the next level of competition for 
further awards. Some of the volunteers came to her 
class to present her awards and share a little about 
conservation.
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Doyle High School 9th graders, Camryn 
and Sara, are both working on artwork for 
contests.  
Camryn is creating a piece for the 
Christmas Card Contest, and Sara is 
finishing an acrylic painting for the LSBA 
contest.

MRS. OLINDE’S students have been busy with various projects.  Many are working on 
artwork for the Louisiana School Board Association contest, while others are designing 
Christmas Cards for another contest. Some of her students 
have been doing artwork that focuses on contrast with the 
use of color and black and 
white.

Seventh grade student, Mallory, at 
French Settlement High, is working 
on a color pencil drawing with 
emphasis on the use of contrast.

Briell, a 3rd grader at Live Oak 
Elementary, finished her Louisiana 
artwork and is now using Model 
Magic and markers to create a 
Christmas ornament.

MRS. FRANCISCO’S elementary Talented Art students have 
been learning to work with chalk pastel. They studied artwork 
by Georgia O’Keeffe and used her abstracted style of art as 
inspiration for their animal eye drawings.

Logan, Nathan, and Brandon are putting 
the finishing touches on their drawings. 
Everyone did a great job on this project.

Dre-ah was happy to share her 
completed drawing with us! 

Sophia and Dillon worked hard to have 
everything just perfect.

Talented Art
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The contrast project targeted for middle 
schoolers requires creating color 
images for a subject centered against a 
neutral background or border. 

Eagle design created by Noah, an 
8th grader at LOJH.

Ben, a 6th grader at LOMS, draws 
Louisiana crawfish using color 
contrast.

Gracie, an 8th grader at LOJH, creates a colored 
pencil drawing of an animal scene.

Iden, an 8th grade student at LOJH, works on his 
Louisiana black bear design.

Students in MR. CURTIN’S Talented 
Art classes chose a main subject such 
as plants, fish, animals, and even some 
sturmpanzerwagens (German army 
tanks). Then, they used colored pencils or 
watercolor to paint or draw their designs. 
They were encouraged to 
select a Louisiana subject 
as this project which 
provided an opportunity to 
use the subject in a new 
and different format. The 
project included accurate 
measurement, mixing 
colors, and value. Students 
enjoyed working on the 
project and went beyond 
the border as one can see 
in photos.

Students Go Beyond The Border
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MS. FOX’S junior high Talented Art students are working on drawings inspired by visual 
puns.  Her students sketched creative ways to illustrate fun topics that are also a play 
on words. Some of their favorite puns are fruit punch, shoplifter, and couch potato. Her 
elementary students are working on a Louisiana themed piece they can submit in the 
Louisiana School Boards Association Artwork Contest and Exhibit. They are creating a 

work of art using what they think best 
represents their state of Louisiana.

Westside Jr. High students RJ and Beatrice are 
working on visual pun drawings.  Above: Beatrice 
chose brainwash. Right:  RJ’s pun is boxing match.

Denham Springs Elementary students Emily and Sailor are 
working on their Louisiana themed artwork.

Ms. Fox’s 
Talented Art 
Classes
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MRS. COURTNEY’S DSHS Talented Theatre students audition for the 
production of the murder-comedy,  “Death by Dessert.” The play will be 
performed as a dinner-theatre the first week in February, 2022. Tickets 
will be sold in advance.

Sebastian poses with actor Josh Duhamel 
while working together on the set. Josh 
plays the defense lawyer, and Sebastian 
plays his son.  Also pictured is Sebastian’s 
mother who plays Josh’s wife in the series.

Talented Theater Students
Unlike Prince 
Charming, Oren, 
a DSJH seventh 
grader, is not at 
all conceited! 
Look for Oren in 
the upcoming 
production 
of “Fairytale 
Courtroom” in early 
spring!

Sebastian, a JPJH Talented Theatre student, poses on the 
set of “The Thing about Pam,” an upcoming American 
crime drama television series which is expected to be 
released early next year.

MRS. C. COURTNEY’S
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In November,  MRS. MATHEWS and her students participated 
in a Crime Scene Investigation Unit. They learned the basics of Forensic 
Science, became undercover detectives, and studied their own fingerprints. 
This unit gave them the background to be true detectives.  They are currently 
working to solve a CSI case with an elf.

Live Oak Middle School undercover detectives searching for clues.

MRS. JOHNSON’S high school math classes are busy 
finishing up their first semester and looking forward to 
beginning the second semester.  

Gifted/Dual Enrollment Advanced Math students are 
studying two transcendental functions: the exponential 
function and the logarithmic function. Functions that 

Click HERE to  view the Prezi.

Advanced Math students “dancing” the sine curve.

Students made a Prezi on the ancient Egyptian mathematician 
Hypatia. 

Hypatia occur frequently in applications, such as biology, 
chemistry, economics, and psychology. The 
functions model population growth as well as 
accumulation of interest. 100% of DE students in 
this class will earn credit for College Algebra that 
transfers to any public university in Louisiana! 

Math Elective students (a course for Gifted Students 
who completed all Gifted math courses offered 
in high school) explored complexity of topics 
touched on in prior math courses.  The students 
studied matrices and their applications, including 
encryption. In addition, they completed a research 
project on a famous mathematician, worked on 
skills with probability & statistics, and looked at all 
the conic sections. 

https://prezi.com/view/m1JooM9sKMTnPubaengO/ 
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RIGHT:
Mrs. Balhoff’s South Walker Elementary students test 
their “Message in a Bottle” waterproof container.

ABOVE: 
Finley, Ms. Norris’ gifted student 
from FSES, is excited that her hut 
survived the “hurricane”!

RIGHT:
Laila and Abigail, Ms. Norris’ gifted students from 
ALMS, are working hard on building their boats to 
help Sir Harley Houndstooth III escape from the 
island.

STEM in Gifted Enrichment
MRS. MATTHEWS’ , MRS. BALHOFF’S, and MS. NORRIS’ enrichment students have 
survived the Deserted Island Challenge STEM Unit where they had to help a man 
survive on a desert island by building a shelter, a bridge, a message in a bottle, a 
catapult, and a boat to successfully escape the island.  The students have been enjoying 
these challenges and the opportunities to build different projects. 
Ms. Norris’s high school students are researching rising water 
temperatures and how they affect coral reefs. They are also 
building web pages and creating advertisements to inform the 
public on how to preserve coral reefs.
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BELOW:
Mrs. Balhoff’s South Walker 
Elementary students are 
proud of their bridge.

ABOVE:
Mrs. Balhoff’s Denham 
Springs Elementary students 
prepare to test their bridge.

LEFT:
Mrs. Mathews’ Eastside 
Elementary students test 
bridges to escape crocodiles.

ABOVE:
A bridge constructed by Mrs. Balhoff’s Doyle 
Elementary student can hold 6 bar erasers!



Issue 1-02 G/T Newsletter

12

Talented Music 
Program

The students of MRS.
MCMANUS have been 
learning about major 
composers of the 
Renaissance era.  They 
are also learning pieces 
for solo/ensemble festival 
which will be in late January.  
Auditions for Mary Poppins 
Jr, a joint production with 
MS. BAILEY, will be held 
in December.  Several 
students have auditioned 
for District Honor choirs 
as well as various honor 
bands.  The results so far 
are: Elementary Honor Katie, Sarah, and Maria vocalizing before practicing their songs for 

solo ensemble festival.

John (piano), Nikolas (flute) and S.J. (clarinet) 
practicing their solo ensemble pieces.

Selena and Jeanette, listening and commenting 
on the music of Renaissance composer, John 
Dowland.

MR. RICHARDSON’S Talented Music students prepare for their spring 2022 musical 
performance.

Alyssa and Reagen, Doyle High Freshmen

Camryn and Ashlyn, Doyle High 
Freshmen

Allison, Albany High Senior

Choir - Kynlee of FSES; 
Middle School Honor 
Choir - Isabella of WEJH 
and Keira of WAJH.  High 
School Choir has not yet 
been judged.  First round 
All State Band: oboist 
Selena of WAHS will move 
to second round, one of 
four freshman in the entire 
district!  All Parish Band 
results: Nikolas, Richard, 
Steven, 
Nicholas and 
John were 
among 37 
Walker High 
Band students 
to place!

Freshman, Selena, will go on to 
second round for All State Band.



13

December 2021/ January 2022

“Getting 
together and 

spending time with my 
whole family!”
Mrs. Francisco

“Getting 
together with my 

family for food and fun 
on Christmas Eve!”

Mrs. Rabalais

We asked our 
Gifted and Talented 
teachers what their 
favorite holiday 
traditions 
are...

“Gumbo, 
bonfire, and 

fireworks with family on 
Christmas Eve!”

Mrs. DeMars

“My 
favorite Christmas 

tradition is attending mass with my 
family on Christmas Eve. Afterwards we 

also have friends and family over for gumbo. A 
family tradition we had for many years with my 

children was spending the night in NOLA and going 
to a Reveillon Dinner. The next day my daughter 

and I would go to the Teddy Bear Tea at the 
Roosevelt or Gingerbread Decorating.” 

Mrs. Mathews

“I love to cook 
traditional meals for my 

family and set the table with 
my grandmother’s china.” 

Mrs. McManus

“My 
favorite holiday 

traditions are my family’s 
annual Christmas party, drinking 

hot chocolate/chocolate milk while 
looking at Christmas lights with my 
children and grandchildren, and our 

New Year’s Eve bonfire.”
Mrs. McCarter

“My favorite holiday 
tradition is every year 

Godparents give each of their 
Godchildren a nice Christmas 

ornament. It is a beautiful tradition 
to help grow a child's ornament 

collection.” 
Mrs. Norris

“One of my 
favorite holiday traditions 
is to watch ‘A Christmas 

Story’ on Christmas Eve.”
 Mrs. Farrar

“Our family loves 
to attend the Christmas 
Eve service at our church 

where we sing holiday hymns 
by candlelight!” 
Mrs. Holbrook

“Family 
Gathering on 

Christmas Eve for Gumbo 
and the gift game.”

Mrs. Glascock

“Making 
and decorating 

sugar cookies with my 
family.” 

Mrs. Johnson

“On Christmas Eve, after 
all extended family festivities, my 

husband, kids and I go on a “Christmas 
Light” Adventure. (My kids named it that.) We 

get in our Christmas jammies and set out to find 
all the lights in Baton Rouge (that’s where we 

live). And sometimes, if we are lucky, we 
may see Santa’s sleigh. “

Mrs. Wise

“Every Christmas Eve 
the family gets together to 

share a meal, read the Christmas 
story from Luke 2, exchange gifts, 

and watch ‘White Christmas.’”           
Mrs. C. Courtney



Kyle creating art work for the DSHS 
Veterans Day Program in MRS. RABALAIS’ 
Talented Art Class.The finished cover design.

Kyle, an honor student in his senior year at Denham Springs 
High School, has participated in the Talented Art Program 
since the 2nd grade. Talented Art teachers that have worked 
with Kyle over the years are 
MRS. RABALAIS and MRS. 
HOLBROOK. He has won 
numerous awards at our LP 
Talented Art Shows throughout 
his time in this program. 

He is currently in his 2nd AP (Advanced Placement) art class, 
under the direction of MRS. CARUSO. His concentration is in 
Effects of Pollution on Sea Life, as one can see from his painting 
on the front cover. He chose this subject while snorkeling in the 
Caribbean and saw a hermit crab using an aluminum can as its 
shell. 
Kyle is the co-captain of the DSHS Swim Team, which he has 
lettered in all 4 years of high school. He has also been swimming 
with Tiger Aquatics since elementary school and has coached 
the team this 
year while also 

competing with them. 
Kyle is highly active and a 
leader in his youth group at 
First Baptist Church. He has 
also been on several church 
mission trips.
Kyle has been accepted to 
Louisiana Tech and plans 
to enter their architecture 
program after graduation. 
He also has made plans to 
coach a local swim team in 
Ruston, LA while attending 
college.
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Livingston Parish Gifted and
Talented Teachers

Kyle this month’s 
COVER ARTIST


